EXPERIMENTS   IN   OPPOSITION
but has actually come to book and embarrassed himself.' If
Sir Austen had still been at the Foreign Office that article
must have proved most embarrassing to him, for ' it would be
difficult to find a series of sentences more nicely calculated
to offend.' The new Foreign Secretary was succeeding to a
happier lot than his predecessors. e I believe that in the world
at large there is a greater measure of security than these post-
war years have known % and that Sir Austen Chamberlain
had played his part in producing that result—a part for which
the country owed him a debt of gratitude.
All Eden could add to this somewhat melancholy tirade
before the adjournment were a couple of anxious questions
about the Optional Clause, on which he could get no assur-
ance, and about the strained relations between China and
Russia. During the vacation the Socialists met with a number
of spectacular successes. Henderson recalled the militant
Lord Lloyd from Egypt and reached a comprehensive and
generous settlement of outstanding disputes with the
Egyptian Government. With remarkable tact and patience
he presided over the Political Commission of the Hague Con-
ference and brought about complete agreement between
France, Belgium, and Germany on the future control of the
Rhineland provinces. Snowden by entirely opposite methods
of unqualified brusqueness emerged from the Reparations
Conference a national hero, while MacDonald had made
such progress with the Anglo-American naval talks that he
booked his passage to the States to seal the bonds of brotherly
love with President Hoover and, in his own words, * narrow
the Atlantic *. Without waiting for the Dominions, Hender-
son signed the Optional Clause which bound Great Britain
to refer all disputes with other nations to the arbitration of
the Permanent Court of International Justice. We made the
reservations over which Eden had been so worried. Progress
with Russia was surprisingly enough rather slower, but by the
end of September agreement was reached on procedure for
further negotiations. In home affairs there was no compar-
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